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The Seventh Syriac Literature Conference

6- To activate the activities of the Syriac language committee in the Iraqi scien-
tific Assembly.

7- Opening Syriac scientific Academy in Kurdistan Region.

8- Showing the Syriac active role in constructing Iraqi civilization through his-
tory in the scholastic texts.

The Syriac seventh literature conference Ankawa 7.2.2013

Post script:
The final statement was read by the researcher and well- known writer Benya-
meen Hadad at the presence the conference members.
Present at the final session of the conference when reading the final statement
was Mr. Jonsin Syawish, Minister of transportation and communication at Kurdistan

Regional government.

The conference ended after nine p.m of the evening 7.2.2013 with success and

?

prosperity.
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The Seventh Syriac Literature Conference
- 'The re searcher Dr. Taha Shebeeb

The re searcher Shrara Yousif Zera

The re searcher Qusay Masloub

After a quick session the committee gathered the important points that the
conference confirmed on during its sessions and discussions that form a great im-
portance. We hope from the responsible parties to work accordingly for the purpose
of serving the Syriac culture that represent a historical important and original pant
for this country.

The following is the final statement:

For the period from 6-7 Feb. 2013 the seventh Syriac literature conference-
course of Al Malphan Yakoob Ogen Manna was held at Ankawa town- Erbil. The
conference included seven sessions where forty researches were presented in the
fields of Syriac language and literature and the results and recommendations that
those researches reflected are as fallows:

1- The Syriac language is a deep rooted living language and its literature enjoys
the humane and patriotic meanings.

2- Necessity to support the Syriac language department at the college of lan-
guages Baghdad university and to great its graduates the chance to complete their
higher studies through which it could provide specialized staff in this language and
its literature in addition to the need of opening a department for the Syriac language
in one of the universities in the region.

3- The importance of establishing Syriac general directorate for culture at the
ministry of culture- Federal government.

4- Care for publishing heritage, lingual and literal books in the Syriac language
by the responsible parties in the federal government and Kurdistan Regional govern-
ment.

5- Forming specialized committees in the field of preparing and translating

scholastic texts in Syriac language in the Federal government.
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The Seventh Syriac Literature Conference
4 Rawand PolusNaseer Boya the forgotten ankawa poet
5 Amel Eddi Polus In the syriac language assimilation
6 Dr. Zaheem Ali fuaady The syriac role in developing lingual sciences
Time 8:00- 9:00 dinner and rest.
Session run by Moshy Polus

The third day/ Friday 8.2.2013

Time 9:00 a.m Final session

Series Name of researcher  Participants in the conference and special
committee to prepare the final statement

1 Mary Jabo How to read the Icons

2 Denial shabo Rekany Ressurruction and unification

3  Discussion, evaluation and statement 10:30 reading the final statement of

the conference

End of programme

Notice: the morning part for the third day programme was converted to the even-
ing session for the second day. The two researchers presented their researches in the
session of the second day instead of the absentees.

Syriac Writers Union.

The Final Evening Session
Before starting the final evening session for the second day the participants de-
cided to form a committee in order to write the final statement for the conference.
The committee for the final statement was formed of the following:
- The re searcher Nazar Hanna Dirany
- The re searcher Akad Murad Tamo
- The re searcher Dr. Talib Al- Quraishy
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The Seventh Syriac Literature Conference

SL. Name of researcher Title of research

1 Saayeed Shamaya Towards ambitious Syriac Theatre.

2 Namrood Qasha Syriac Broadcasting media in Iraq

3 Edmon Lasso Ankido. Eve and Tyreyziyaas

4  Yousif Zera the holiness of water in the rivers heritage
5 Nauri Putrus Hidyab culture and Its schools

6 Mr. Ahmed Sami The hallow verb in The Semitic languages

Time 2:15 - 3:30 lunch and break

The session was run by Lateef Numaan

Thursday 7.2.2013

Third session/ language

Time: 3:30- 5:00 afternoon

SL. Name of researcher  Title of research

1 Dr Bashar Altory  From the syriac al Maqdashy literature

2 Akad Murad The syriac education experiment in Kurdistan region

3  Ibraheem kulan The seventh century, the syriac, crossroads

4 Mr. Mohammad Radhy Zwair The Semitic language and the convoying of
the development of language studies

5 Kareem Ena The effect of time and place in the syriac stories

6 Dr. Behnam Sonny  Mazkarta or the monastery of Youhanna Al- Delaimy

Time 5:00- 6:00 break

The session was run by Nazar Hanna Putrus

The fourth session/ culture

Time: 6:00- 8:00 evening

SL. Name of researcher  Title of research

1  Ashur MalhamSumerian names from Ogen Manna lexicon
2 Qusay Yousif Obstacles of syriac education in Neniva plain

3  Shakir Sifo  Beauties of the poetic modern text- reading
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The Seventh Syriac Literature Conference

2 Zahir Hyzkia Doda  Significance and Meaning of the Syriac language Let-
ters

3 Mikaeel Benyamin = About the reality and The future of our Syriac lan-
guage

4  Sharar Yousif The life of the poet Khamees Al- qardahy Al Erbily

5 Faiq- Bolou Samples of the Syriac Literature

6 Ivan Jany Korail Our Syriac heritage-Ldentity and Originality.

Time 8:00 - 9:00 dinner and rest.

The session was run by Imad Iysoo

The second day Thursday 7.2.2013

The first session/ History and heritage

Time 9:00 - 11:00 a.m

SL. Name of researcher  Title of research

1  Abdul Salam Al- Khudaidy The archaeologist Behnam Abu Al Suf and his
role in Ruins and remains of Mesopotamia heritage.

2 Yakoob Efram Mansoor Aramic thinkers and Writers.

3  Dr. Yousif Tony the Syriac-Selections from their written by hand her-
itage in the libraries of Turkey

4 Dr. Mahmood Abaad Al Juboury and Shayma Abdul Baky priests of the
camps and their role in spreading Christianity among the Arabs before Islam

5 Dr. Behnam Attallah A study in the poetry of Jan Damo.

6 Manhal Samhareeb The use of the letter g( In the Syriac language.

Time 11:00 - 12:00 Break.

The session was run by Hikmat Basheer

Second session/ culture, Media and theatre

Time 12:00 - 2:15 Midday.
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The Seventh Syriac Literature Conference

SL. Name of researcher Title of research

A U1 B W DN -

Dr. Yousif Kuzy Programming system of Yakoob Ogen Manna
Nazar Hanna Dirany Modern Syriac Poetry and samples.

Bishop Bashar Matti Warda Our view regarding the Syriac language

Latif Musa Bola Samples of the Syriac poetry in Al Qoush.
Benyamin Hadad Our need to a Comparative Valuable lexicon
Mikaeel Warda Mosy Korash- Kyora Al Rahaway

The session was run by Shlaimoon Dawood.

Time 2:15 - 3:30 afternoon lunch and break.

Second session / culture

Time 3:30 — 5:00 Afternoon

SL. Name of researcher Title of research

1  Patriarch Lewis Sako well-known Christian Qataris Before Islam

2 Mr. Baha Amer Al- Jubaury Syriac Ahraz Dishes

3 Dr. Talib Al Quraishy Role of the Syriac intransferring Arabic Culture

4  Assist.Profess.Muayed H. Menshid  Similar aspects of Hakam Ahikar mes-
sage Mar Serkyoot

5 Yaunan Hozaaya critic reading for the Poem- Jam a poet

6 Adnan Abu Andalus Flowers from the Syriac literature

The session was run by Zuhair Burda

Time 5:00 - 6:00 afternoon- Brake.

Third session/ literature Time 6:00 - 8:00 evening

SL. Name of researcher Title of lecture

1

Hayder Hayder Mhaid Literal productions In the Syriac Gardens.
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The Seventh Syriac Literature Conference
clear fundamentals in the syntax of the Aramic language (eastern and western ac-
cents) printed in Mosul in 1886 and its second print in Beirut in 1975

2- Guide for those who are interested in the Aramic language- printed in Mosul
in 1900 and reprinted in Beirut in 1975.

3- Picnic plains in the literature of the Aramic language- two pants- printed in
Mosul in 1901.

4- Arabic Chaldean lexicon, the first part was printed in Mosul and re- printed
in Beirut in 1975 and the third print was in 2010- the Syriac general Divectorate for
education- Erbil.

Sessions of work and researches more than forty researches arrived to the con-
ference from different parts of the country. A dense programme was placed that
included seven sessions at an average of six researchers for each session. Below is the
table put by the supervising committee of the conference with a remark that same
researchers and due to force majeure couldn’t present their researches in the sessions
of the conference. At the first session his eminent the bishop Bashar Matti and his
research entitled Vision on Syriac language and in the second session his eminent
the bishop Lewis Sako and his research entitled Christian Qataris well-known before
Islam, didn’t attend the conference because of their traveling to Rome to elect the
Chaldean church patriarch. The attendants of the conference were glad by electing
the bishop Lewis Sako as patriarch of the Chaldean church in the world. The confer-
ence presented warm congratulations for his work to the new patriarch.

Five more members apologized from attending the conference for different
reasons. Generally, all researches will be issued in a special book along with other
information about the conference.

Below is the programme of the sessions regarding the work and the re-
searches with their timings.
Sessions of work and researches the first session/ language and heritage
Time: 12:30 - 2:15 midday.
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of educational institutions and parties of our people. Finally, the presenter of the
ceremony Durmara Canoon presented the programmer of opening the conference
and delivered a brief speech concerning the life of the Malfan Yakoob Ogen Manna

saying:

The biography of the Melfan Yakoob Ogen Manna.

Yakoob Ogen Manna was born in 1867 in Bakoofa village which lies on the
eastern side of Mosul city. There he learned the Chaldean language and mastered
it reading and writing, then he moved to Mosul city where he joined the clerical
Al Safa Mar Shamoon institute in 1885. the institute lies near Maskanta old church
where he completed his philosophical and the ological studies.

Patriarch Mar Elia Abu Al Younan canonized him a priest on the 15 of Aug.
1889. He studied the Syriac language and its literature at Mar Youhanna Al Habeeb
clerical institute found in Mosul in the period 1885-1902 AD.

During his stay and teaching at the mentioned above institute he started his
lingual and literature work and supervising the publishing of the Domnican Fathers’
Press- Mosul.

- In 1902 he accompanied patriarch Immanuel the second Toma to Rome to
visit the Pope. He received the priesthood degree and with him also was the martyr
the patriarch Eddi Sheer and the patriach Istephan Jibry.

- In 1914 afterautburst of the first world war he left the country “Wan” to
Europe. After five years he came back to Mosul in 1919.

- In 1921 he was sent to serve the Chaldean church in Basrah and in 1927 he
returned to Baghdad. He was intending to travel to Rome. He had traveled to Beirut
for that purpose but the patriarch didn’t approve to the traveling and came back to
Mosul. He died in March 1928. his body was found floating on the surface of the
river Tigris at Salamia village.

- The triple graciousness patriarch Yakoob Ogen Manna could do well with
the two languages the Aramic and the Arabic. He left four important books: 1- The
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prime minister of KRG
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The Deputy writers Union deputy presented Ibrahim Khayat in order to
present congratulations in the name of the general Union for holding the confer-
ence and for the efforts done to make it a success. He asked his colleague in the
administrative committee of the Syriac writers Union Dr. Taha Shebeeb: to continue
the speech of the Union on this occasion. The latter improvised an effective speech
about the role of the Syriac in the country between the two rivers (Mesopotamia)
since the foundation of civilization and their highly esteemed situation among the
Iraqi people for what they did of great value roles in all fields of country life. He said:
you are the flowers of this country and its distinguished perfume. Your place is in the
heart of every loyal person to the unity of the most beautiful Iraq. You are the origi-
nality and history. He said: Yes to our branch identities. We respect them and work
through them for the original identity that gathers us all in love and respect and as
writers and educators we have to deepen these roots so that we can have a country
that lives in righteousness and progress.

After that Mr. Mam Butani head of the Kurd Union writers congratulated
the Syriac writers for holding their seventh Syriac literature conference wishing them
success. He confirmed on the culture identity the coexistent nationalities and their
role today in improving culture and praised the Union for its role today in this field.

Mr. Assad Erbil delivered the speech of Turkmen writers welcoming the
presence for the Syriac language and said that the coexistent national culture in
Kurdistan Region is an enrichment and great wealth for developing the country and
its well- civilized construction. He wished the participants from all over the country
prosperity and success in their work.

The conference received several telegrams of congratulation on the occa-

sion of holding the conference from members of parliament, ministers and people
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With it the images of the civil and human construction is integrated and ex-
changed among nations and cultures.

Fellow members the seven Syriac literature conference: Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment is proud of the nationality the Assyrian, Syriac and Chldean as it was all
along history in a position of goodness, constructive work and brotherly coexistence
with their brothers the Kurd, Turkmen and the Arabs in Kurdistan Region and in the
country in general. Also they have an active role and vast media power in the culture
and literature fields of their famous writers we may mention the names of Berdisan,
Efram, Nersy, Gorges Warda, Khamis Karardakhy and others who enriched the Syr-
iac culture and literature and that was reflected on other coexisting nations of which

is the people of Kurdistan.

Today in Kurdistan Region and under the atmosphere of peace, construction
and stability we fiend the Syriac language and literature advance steadily forward
through various activities. What we watch of satellite charnels and broadcasting sta-
tions, journals and magazines and other issues in the Syriac language and what we
feind in the cultural field of several names and characters side by side to their Kurd
brothers who all work for the benefit of better future culturally and educationally.

The most beautiful thing on Kurdistan soil today is the positive nation-
al peaceful and religious coexistence and the counter respect, democracy and the
strong relationship which is an important part in the procession of a successful life.

Therefore your conference today and what it would come up with of directives
and decisions for the benefit of Syriac literature and culture carries the coexistence
spirit, brotherhood and cove among all citizens of Kurdistan which is part of a better
future for all.

We also evaluate the efforts of those who organize and supervise the prepara-
tions for the conference and what they presented of great effort to make it a success
and we also wish prosperity to all those who work hard and never lack the ability for
developing the Syriac culture, literature and language.
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magazine (Saphroutha) and the Union took the decision of publishing it despite its
difficult finance situation. The magazine is stable periodical, literature, cultural and
Academic one. We hope it could participate in enriching the Syriac cultural scene.

Our Union, through holding such conferences wide and dense cultural a activi-
ties, aims to resurrect, develop and made know for all our roots, our cultural and
participations and our Syriac, Babylonian and Assyrian (Between the two rivers cul-
tures). It is the civilization of life, innovation that carries humane meaning in order
to share in providing the cultural scene and the national thoughtful atmosphere with
the values of creativity, dialogue, forgiveness and completing the other, side by side
with its similar one of various cultures that our country treasures. Also to be opened
to the transparent positive edge to all cultures and its niceness inside our country
and abroad.

Later the speech of Kurdistan Regional Government was delivered by Mr.
Zerak Kamal the representative of HE. Nechirvan Barzani Prime Minister of the
KRG, he said:

Presence and participants in the seventh conference of the Syriac Literature, we
welcome you and welcome your participation of which we wish fruitful results for
the purpose of serving the language and Syriac, literature. The Syriac nation through
history has had a great role in the fields of culture, literature and human heritage
and has embodied continuously the atmospheres of love and peace with other com-
ponents of the people.

Dear fellows: we all know that literature is the outcome of thoughts and name’s
creativity that incarnates life beauty and its images considering the ethnic and na-
tional varieties in its thin frame and it is sure that we all are indebted to such kind of
writers, poets and the media. It is so the poems, the educational literal writing that
add the strength of life to the generations that coexist and interact with it.

With it the volume of literature and culture are both on the line of progress.

Therefore literature in its branches was and still is a true important measure for

the education of the mind and its human development.
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the years 2004 in Baghdad, 2005 (Dr. Yousif Haby course) in Baghdad, 2006 in Erbil
(Polos Behanam course), 2007 (Yousif Klita course) in Duhok, 2008 (Polos Bedari
course) in Sulaimania and 2009 (Yuhanna Dolbany course).

Today the seventh conference for the Syriac literature is held in Erbil, too. To-
day’s conference carries the name the scholar and the lingual expert and the highly
respected bishop Ogen Manna, his biography, his lingual and cultural achievements.
They are in your hands within the conference documents. In our conference more
than forty scholars, academics, university professors and those specialized in differ-
ent kinds of our Syriac culture from all over the country, Syriacs, Arabs and Kurds.
To the conference forty researches arrived from inside the country and abroad.

Dear presence

As we celebrate this great and important cultural ceremony we have to present
our thanks and gratitude to all the good people of our nation and their friends who
participated modestly and directly in their material and abstract support in order to
hold this conference. We present our thanks and to all civil and party institutions,
the cultural ones in particular that gave us support and still cooperating gladly

In holding our various cultural activities through the year and I would like to
mention the Academic social centre, the Chaldean cultural society and the social
Ankawa Youth Club. Also our thanks and respects to the International Organiza-
tions and the organizations of the United Nations for their concern and attending
our activities.

We hoped they could be with us today participating in this distinguished
cultural celebration, famous names of our generous people, ambassadors of the
Syriac culture and their windows to the world abroad, but the finance limitations
had prevented it from to king place, but they have fulfilled their promises despite
enforced a absence. They sent their researches to the conference to find their way
to be published in a separate issue that carries the researches and a activities of the
conference.

The Syriac writers Union is good to inform you of issuing the first number of our
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The Seventh Syriac Literature Conference

(Class of the Scholar Ogen Manna)
Ankawa 6-7 Feb.2013

The seventh Syriac Literature Conference is held with vast attendance and a pro-
gramme full of studies and researches.

The Syriac writers Union was held for the period 6-7 Feb. 2013 its seventh
literature course: The scholar Yakoob Ogen Manna at Ankawa.. The opening cer-
emony was at Amkabad Hall- in the Academic Social Centre at 11 a.m. attended by
government responsible characters, members of parliment, representatives of parties
including the parties of our Assyrian, Syriac and Chaldean people, representatives of
civil community organizations and representatives of international organizations of
which is Unami organization and others.

The ceremony began with one minute silence of respect for the martyrs of
the country and the martyrs of our people and martyrs of the free word. Then the
Head of the Syriac writes union Mr.Rawand Pouls, presented the speech of the union
welcoming the presence, the participants and the comers from other governorates in
order to present their researches at the seventh Syriac literature conference. He also
referred to the importance of such conferences, of what they bring out of directives,
remarks and suggestions that could serve the procession of culture and the Syriac
literature, he said:

Dear audience and good morning

The Syriac writers union has always worked hard and periodically to hold an aca-
demic research conference specializing in Syriac culture and literature. Its title car-
ries the name of the thinker Our Union Labeeb who was very generous in the field

of our deep rooted Syriac culture. ???Had held six Syriac literature conferences in
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"I could not verify the following extremely familiar anecdote in Arabic language circles which
says that the Arabic Language Academy rendered the English word ‘sandwich’ into Arabic as the
phrase ‘Legin galSll5 ) shaidiall 5 LN or ‘Legin @ 5Ually ) shadiall y JLLEI. True or not, it has never been
used because it is bulky, lengthy and awkward; instead, the word has been transliterated as
‘Ui i’ In certain instances, some people use the Arabic word ‘3:ad’ [fa'tira] from the root

¢ k& meaning ‘to cut in half or to slice’.

¥ The reader has not to confuse this derivation and its intended meaning with Oddo’s <i{assde>,
% The first Arab linguist, who used the term <axlll ale> for ‘linguistics’, was Ali Abdulwahid Wafi
(s sl xe Je) in 1934, He used the term to distinguish it from the term <3alll 48> which in
classical Arabic studies designates ‘philology’. He published two books carrying the titles of < ale
Aalll> and <aalll 48> (http://www.facebook.com/topic.php?uid=114097311968809&topic=152).

' Primarily Ibraheem Anees (o an! 1) and Tammaam Hassan (Ol ala).
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Manna, Eugene (1900, reprinted 1975). Chaldean-Arabic Dictionary. Bein
Babel Center Publications.

Oddo, Touma, (1897, reprinted 1978). Assyrian Dictionary. Chicago: Assyri
Language and Culture Classes, Inc.,

Odisho, Edward Y. (1988). The Sound System of Modern Assyrian (Ne
Aramaic). Wiesbaden: Otto Harrassowitz.

(2003/4). The Second Koiné of Modern Syriac. Mediterranean Langua,
Review 15, 48-62.

(2009). Recent Demographic Changes in Aramaic-Speaking Population
Iraq: Return of some Phonological Features of Classical Aramaic. Linguistic a
Cultural Studies in Aramaic and Arabic. New Jersey: Gorgias Press, 93-102.

Syriac Education in the North of Iraq: Facts and Figures (2000). S
Diego/Calif.: Friends of Syriac Language.

Wafi, Ali Abdulwahid (1934). 4ell/ 4 5 alll : jae duags Hl,

(1941). 4l ale . 3 AWl : poan ducagi Hla

! Aramaic and Syriac are used interchangeably in this study.

% The first group of students holding a bachelor degree graduated from this department in 2008.
Also, just recently, the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) approved the institution of a
Section of Syriac Language at Erbil University.

3 Also known as Nineveh Plain dialects.

* They usually translate from the Arabic or Kurdish versions of textbooks.

> The phonetic symbols used are of the International Phonetic Association (IPA) with slight
modifications. The reader has specifically to notice the following: a) The emphatic sounds of
<&>, <> and the alveolar affricate [t5]- the last of which has no independent symbol in Aramaic
alphabet- are transcribed with bold [t], [S] and [f8]. b) Aspirated and Unaspirated sounds are
distinguished because they can behave as phonologically relevant MA; thus, the reader should
distinguish the unaspirated [p], [t], [c] from the aspirated [p"], [t"], [c"] with the pair [c] vs. [c"]
being palatal not velar [k] vs. [k"] as is the case in some languages. c) The symbol ['] is placed to
mark the primary stress and facilitate pronunciation. d) The symbols: [?], [T], [f], [d3], [%],
designate sounds like the Arabic [¢], [¢], [c&], [z], [&] while [§] represents the palatal plosive [ ]

of MA which is unlike the velar [g] of English.
® May be pronounced with the pharyngeal [¢  &].
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Kurdish majority in the north and Arab majority in the center and south do not
adopt genuine democracy as the route to governing, the native languages of the
minorities will gradually dwindle and disappear and that is a human and
civilizational tragedy. Thus far, opportunities for MA revitalization are good. In
the Kurdish region, there is one Directorate General (dsle 43 1) that administers
the promotion of MA language and another one for the promotion of its arts and
culture. Just recently, a Central Syriac Language Directorate General has been
established by the central government in Baghdad as part of the Ministry of
Teaching and Education. Thus far, these are all good signs for the promotion of
the native language of the ChaldoAssyrian ethnic and nationalistic minority as
well as for the promotion of the historical languages of the Mesopotamian
civilization, but without the sustenance of democracy and human rights for
minorities the long-term future for MA and other minority languages is seriously
bleak.
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and almost all those who had previous proficiency in Aramaic. All those
conditions have been favorable for MA linguistic leveling and language
enrichment both of which implying greater dialectal cohesion and uniformity
leading to a gradually emerging common dialect referred to recently as Koiné #2.
In the domain of lexical enrichment, which has been the focus of this study, the
primary mechanisms of enrichment were identified as: 1) Inter-dialect borrowing
of dialect-specific lexical items; 2) Replacing loanwords with native ones; and 3)
Coining new lexical items and granting old ones new connotations.

With regard to the first mechanism, it is quite natural for each language to
have a multitude of dialects. One of the domains where dialects differ is in their
overall lexicon and the specific lexical items that set one dialect apart from the
other. When the conditions are mature for those dialects to intermingle, one of the
major outcomes is the exchange of dialect-specific lexical items. The growth in
familiarity with each other’s vocabulary does not only result in linguistic
coherence; it also enhances the cultural and nationalistic cohesion. This is
distinctly what is happening in the region under discussion.

Replacing loanwords with native ones is a common and natural exercise
that many languages have practiced at a certain stage of their history. The only
condition that is recommended in this study is not to make this practice as if it is a
premeditated one with the intention of purging the loanwords. A call for the
‘purging’ of loanwords from a given language is a call that carries an undertone of
discrimination and bias against the lender language. There is no language in the
world that does not have loanwords from other languages. A loanword in a given
language may be like the ambassador of one language to another. Loanwords are
definitely the symbols of historical and cultural relationships between nations;
indeed, they can tell very many historical and cultural tales.

The lexicon of any language is always undergoing a very slow process of
innovation and renovation. Old words may become obsolete or hackneyed, some
may undergo semantic shift and some may gain more territory and push others to
the periphery. New vocabulary may also be introduced through borrowing or as a
result of morphological and semantic coinage from nominal and verbal roots that
the given language already has. The coinage of new vocabulary kicks in when one
given language ‘baptizes’- so to say- a new discovery, innovation, creation etc...
and has then to assign a name to it in the form of a noun, an action in the form of
a verb or an attribute in the form of an adjective. If a language does not adopt the
choice of a new coinage then the alternative would be borrowing the needed word
and naturalizing it in line with its lexical, morphological and grammatical
traditions to signify the same or approximate concept, action or attribute in the
source language. Regardless of what the option is, some linguistic rules or
guidelines have to be considered as discussed above.

Inasmuch as MA is concerned, the language has experienced a relative but
qualitative surge during the last two decades primarily because of the founding of
scores of all-Syriac language schools and the rise in the ethnic and nationalist
consciousness of the ChaldoAssyrians whose native language is Aramaic.
Languages and cultures prosper under democracy and respect for human rights for
both the majority and the minorities coexisting with it. In post-Saddam Iraq, if the
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Arabic on the coinage of <:{ii#% aallsw> is beyond any doubt; however, being
intimately familiar with the practices of the Aramaic (Assyrian) language editor
of JAAS, the footnote translation of <<lslulll Jle> may be an insertion by the
editor rather than by the writer. Further solid evidence of the Arabic influence is
manifested in using <a&#8> which is in plural form to designate ‘<lilul’ as if the
term ‘linguistics’ is plural. In English, collective nouns such as ‘mathematics’,
‘statistics’, ‘physics’, ‘electronics’ and ‘linguistics’ are plural in form, but
grammatically singular in function. This is unlike the tradition in Arabic which
several such sciences assume plural identities in both form and function such as
‘Glpaly ), ‘Olilbaal | ‘Olapl’ <l yKI° ) ‘lelaial” and thus ‘bilal”,

Further evidence of the influence of Arabic on the coinage of Aramaic
linguistic terms is evidenced in the rendition of the term ‘consonants’ as < 1{éaf

1iinza> [PaOwai0a mfat"qa:0a] which is an exact reflection of the Arabic term
‘4Ll <oy a1, This particular Arabic term for consonants reflects a very classical
and prescriptive understanding of the nature of language which conceals the
differences between sounds and letters. Modern Arab linguists'’, especially after
World War II, began to highlight the differences between letters and sounds to
secure better descriptive identification of the phonetic system (Ssall aUaill) of
Arabic as opposed to its orthographic system (<USl »aill). Being aware of such
significant differences, modern Arab linguists began to identify vowels as
<l gall> and consonants as <<w sall>, There is no objection to borrowing from
Arabic, but at least the borrowing should be scrutinized in light of modern

linguistics. In this latter example, the word <:zéaz > [?aOwa:0e] (letters) should be

replaced with <u8&> [qa:le] (sounds).

Such new coinages in MA raise some significant and worthwhile
observations. Firstly, there is categorical evidence that the coinage of such terms
is via a third language which in this case is Arabic. The evidence is embedded in
the choice of the terms in Aramaic and their morphological formations. Secondly,
they indicate lack of thorough familiarity with modern linguistics and its
descriptive terminology on the part of the person coining the term. Failing to
observe some or all of the four guidelines above may lead to semantic,
morphological or stylistic/aesthetic inaccuracies.

1.6. Concluding Remarks

At the present time, the northern region of Iraq (including the Kurdish
Region and Nineveh Plain towns and villages, the latter of which belong to the
Governorate of Nineveh) is the only place in the world where Aramaic speakers
still have a sizeable population concentration, rich dialectal diversity and tangible
daily practices of oral communication and literacy activities. There is also active
interaction between the speakers of different dialects. During the last two decades,
with the initiation of the Syriac Language Teaching Schools (SLTS) native
language literacy has been reinforced, especially among the younger generation
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root <=xsa> [c"nf] (to gather; to assemble) emerged (Hozaya and Youkhana,

1998) to compete with <izey as> [bet™'sawbe] in designating ‘university’. It is
interesting to note that the new creation seems to be a translation of the Arabic
term <4asla>> which, in turn, seems to be the rendition of ‘university’ in English.
The common semantic denominator of all those three words (i.e., <i&iassdwn>,
<izmey aux>, <Axsla>) is the concept of ‘wholeness’ or ‘comprehensiveness’ of an
educational institution. As for the exact rendition of the concept of ‘university’ in
Aramaic, neither <i{ia¥aiw>, nor <usey a.x> coinages designate the exact
denotation of a modern ‘university’. Nevertheless, time, usage and publicization
of the Aramaic counterparts will help bridge the semantic gap between them and
the English ‘university’. However, if there is a linguistic preference to be made
between <i&,as3iw> and <izoy A=, personally as a linguist, my choice will be
for the latter for the following reasons. First, during the last few decades, < a=
w30¢> had already established some semantic association with the concept of
‘university’ prior to the launching of <:&at3aw>. Second, <izey aux> is far more
established as a term in classical Aramaic with the sense of an educational
institution than <:&asise>". Third, <iéisésas™> is a bulky word and difficult to
pronounce, especially for young learners of MA and those who have not had any
exposure to OA and its morphology.

As for the rendition of the term ‘linguistics’ into MA, the straightforward
and more popular term might be < 488 a ase> or <uii§ (o >; however, during
the last few years, the term <:&4# sastaw> [mal'lu:f lifa:na'ja:0a] was launched
into circulation (Giwargis, 2008: 6). The term reflects three major points of
vulnerability. First, it signals a typical example of over-zealous urge for recourse
to classical Aramaic morphology with a passion of pedantic expressions
compared to < 248 a ase> Or <ii#l \dSau > which are more straightforward and
comprehensible. Practically, such an over-zealous approach to the coinage of new
terminology may amount to over-reaching the targeted rendition rather than just
reaching it. Second, structurally, it is a bulky tongue-twisting formation that is
difficult to spell as well as difficult to pronounce compared to the other two terms.
Third, it manifests signs of serious influence of the Arabic terms for ‘linguistics’
ie., ‘4l ale” and ‘<liludl’ | on the Aramaic rendition of <248 aeSSww> which
appeared for the first time in Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies (JAAS:
Assyrian section). In footnote #1 of the article, <i{li%s sessaw> is rendered in
Arabic as <<lplull ole > Tt is very rare in modern Arabic linguistic studies to
come across the term <<bilulll ale> ysed by a modern Arab linguist; usually, the
rendition is either 4l ale*® or ‘cililull’ and sometimes ‘Asud¥)’ (Al-Msiddi,
http://www.almaktabah.net/vb/ show thread .php?t=28745). The influence of
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1.5. Discussion

Oftentimes, revitalization, in general, and lexical enrichment, in particular,
of a given language can come in a natural way as its speakers undergo a surge in
education that is mediated through the native language. However, a planned
language revitalization- in this case focused on LE- should progress with the
guidance of people or institutions knowledgeable in the language or languages
involved and preferably with a touch of modern linguistic orientation. There
should not be serious problems with enriching the lexical inventory via the
inclusion of synonyms identified in various dialects of the same language. All
what this process needs is the collection of lexical items thought to be
synonymous. Replacing loanwords (foreign words) with native ones needs
thorough consideration to determine if the replacements are appropriate in both
form and meaning. With the latter, it is important to consider the cross-language
cultural connotations. The greater challenge in LE comes when coining new
native vocabulary for concepts, objects, attributes and actions which have had no
specific native words hitherto.

Regardless of what the option is for lexical enrichment, some linguistic
rules or guidelines have to be observed. Foremost among such guidelines that
should be considered by the person or body involved in the process of replacing
loanwords with native ones or attempting to introduce hitherto non-existing
coinages are the following: 1) The persons or bodies should be thoroughly
knowledgeable in the native and source languages. 2) They should be intimately
familiar with the subject/domain to which the intended coinage belongs. In other
words, the person/body should have intimacy with the technical jargon in that
subject/domain. 3) Preferably the replacement or the new coinage should not be
bulky and awkward; rather it should be as concise as possible, easy to pronounce
and easy to spell in the borrower language.” 4) It is preferred that the coinage be
directly from the source language rather than be indirect through the medium of a
third language such as transforming a term from English to Aramaic via Arabic
rather than directly from English to Aramaic. The rationale for direct borrowing
is because of linguistic and cultural differences across languages. Indirect
borrowing may increase the cross-language differences.

Let us consider some recent lexical additions to MA. Just recently- may be

during the last two decades or so- the term <:&stiiwn> [mc"anfani:t"a], from the
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<izoy s

Needed Coined Sound
Vocabulary Vocabulary

Radio <iCimaa> [p"ras'qa:la]
Television <loyumas> [p"ras'yizwa]
Cassette (tape) <i1litay> [zul'qa:la]
Video (tape) <losuloy> [zul'y1zwa]
University; dads <iliatsie>; [mc"anfani:t"a);

[bet™sawbe]

Airport

Stébad s>

[bet'tawsa]

Library; bookstore

<iasl pm>

[bet™ ?arcPe]

Linguistics; 4l ale;
or <lutudll

<ud dign >;

[julpan li'famal;

<pi#%p mis > [C1lm dli'fa:na];
Automobile <idLE> [ra'di:t"a]
Airplane <i1dmars, > [ta'just"a]

able 3. Examples of some of the most recent coinages in Modern Aramaic.
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1.4.3. Coining New Lexical Items and Granting Old Ones New
Connotations

The dynamic language activities in schools, literature, media and in
political and nationalistic life, in general, coupled with the universal advancement
and innovation in sciences, technology and communication, in general, have been
the impetus for creating and coining the needed vocabulary for MA. Borrowing
words from OA and recycling others have always been good sources for the
enrichment of MA; nevertheless, mere borrowing from OA may not satisfy all the
needs brought about by modern scientific, socio-political and cultural changes in
life. There are several linguistic routes that help in coining the needed vocabulary.
These routes involve morphological and semantic innovations. The morphological
innovations may come in the form of new derivations from existing roots or
through word compounding involving linguistic roots the combination of which
assist in triggering the intended meaning. A good example of new words from a
given root is the coinage of the word <iiix$w> [mlaf'na:na] from the root <>
[lfn] (tongue) for ‘linguist’. The compounding of the first four examples in table 3
below is clear evidence of this linguistic route. The first two examples involve the
joining of the triliteral root <waa> [prs] (disseminate; spread) with <us=> ['qa:la]
(sound; voice) to designate the concept of ‘radio’ and the root <was> plus <ayu>
[xza] (see) to designate the concept of ‘television’, respectively. In the same
manner, the compound words of <isisey> [zul'qa:la] (cassette tape) and <zosuloy™>

[zul'yizwa] (video tape) are created from the native roots <isw> (sound; voice)
and <iy.> (see) and the loan root <sey> (stripe; line). All those four words have

been coined during the last four decades and are extremely popular and common
even among the illiterate speakers of MA. The next three words in table 3 are also

compounds, but with the specific use of <a-=s> [bet"] (house; home; abode) a very
common unit with which compound words have always been created in Aramaic
throughout its long history such as <ais. s> [bet"jalda] (birthday), < e s
> [bet"nahren] (Mesopotamia), <ii4 a.=> [bet"baiye] (wailing place), < au=
15axa> [bet"'qoira] (cemetery), <wasi aw=> [bet"'?arc"e] (library) etc...(Manna,
1900, reprinted 1975; Maclean, 1901, reprinted 1972) Some of the most common
recent creations are the two examples in table 3, of <igag aux> [bet"'tawse]

(airport) and <iiéyn ans> [bet"'yizwe] (cinema) (Ashitha, 1997). In case of < s

a0¢> [bet” sawbe] for <university>, the term is classical with the denotations of

‘community, parish or school’, among others (Manna, 1900, reprinted 1975).
Obviously, the original denotation has undergone considerable semantic deviation
to designate the modern concept of ‘university’.
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There are hundreds, if not thousands, of such synonyms across the
dialects, especially the large clusters of dialects of Urmi, Ashiret and Nineveh
Plain. This inter-dialect borrowing does not only add lexical richness to MA, but
also renders it linguistically more colorful and stylistically more flexible. Equally
important, the cross-dialect interaction of lexical items enhances cultural and
ethnic unity of its speakers.

1.4.2. Replacing Loanwords with Native Ones

The process of replacing loanwords with native ones in a given language
tends to be a universal phenomenon whenever the borrower language is
undergoing revitalization or renaissance. When the movement for replacing
loanwords with native ones is driven by a strong over-zealous nationalistic
sentiment, the movement may amount to ‘purging’ which may bring with it some
negative results; otherwise, all languages tend to entertain some loanwords side
by side with native ones. Fortunately, in the present attempt at revitalizing MA,
the movement is not led by ‘purists’; it is rather motivated by a natural linguistic
trend to prefer the native words when available or coinable over the loan ones.
Old Aramaic (OA) is very rich in its lexicon and is, therefore, the best source for
replacement of loanwords that have invaded MA, especially during the last few

centuries.

replacing the firmly established loanwords.

Table 2, below cites some examples of native words gradually

Non-Native | Sound Native Sound Meaning
<i1asg> ['dzalde] <italn> [qal'u:la] quickly
<,azas> ['cufti] <u8i> ['10a:la] wrestling
<agau> | [yur'raij] <> ['majjan] free (price)
<1sa3> ['saple] <> [s1m'ma:la] left (side)
<vihe™> ['hammafa] <syriuwi>; | [?ammina'?ixt"]; | always
<uigs sas> | ['c"ul dana]
< xhxd™> p"afcaf] <wixg>; [d'afnal; gift
<1idax> [fu'chana]
<ikemgo> | [wadzi'buitha] | <ukisé> [wa'lizt"a] duty
<alze> ['hifjar] <i%a¢> ['zhira] alert
<ikegusan> | [qun'dzictha] | <akiey> [za'wiitha] corner
<.aa¢> ['zabbun] <iS > ['myi:la] weak
<gaxa> ['dizmin] <uigases> | [bYal'dwaiwa] | enemy

Table 2. Native words replacing loanwords.
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better educational, cultural and economic conditions for the Aramaic—si)éaking
ethnic and nationalistic minority in Iraq. Below are brief comments on each of the
above three primary mechanisms supported by some examples.

1.4.1. Inter-dialect Borrowing of Dialect-specific Lexical Items

The first mechanism is the inclusion of words that are historically specific
to a particular dialect to the lexical bank of both spoken and written forms of MA.
Undoubtedly, there are numerous dialects and clusters of dialects that have
historically emerged in Aramaic (Syriac), in general

Presently, speakers of Aramaic in the Kurdish region and the Plain of
Nineveh do not only understand each other’s dialect, but they are also able to shift
from one dialect to the other. In other words, a large number of Aramaic speakers,
especially the educated ones and those who have studied in SLTS, are practically
bidialectal. Some of them, especially the political operatives, the teachers in SLTS
and those who strongly believe in the unity of the ChaldoAssyrian people readily
code-switch between dialects not just to facilitate comprehension but also to

signal linguistic unity and solidarity. Table 1, below cites some examples of
cross-dialect migration of synonymous lexical items.

Dialect #1 | Sound Dialect #2 | Sound Meaning
<wigs> ['dwa:qa]’ <wige> ['Prazja]® catching
<inwao> [qe'damtla] | <iza > ['sap"ra] morning
<ed28> ['slizle] <aspus> ['myi6le] descended
<imx> ['ra:ma] <iiafs> [fa'lozja) high
<iloy> ['zuija] < igase™> ['mobja] swollen
<pis> ['yana] <iSai> ['qap"la] lap

<1, adn> [spa'di:t"a] <ik=za=> [be'rifta] pillow
<yigs> ['xzaija] <pxo> ['yjara] looking
<ikes 163> | [Pazla'cMuife] | <ipais 2%my> | [zaqra'qo:de] | spider
<ifsadsai> | [xam'xamt"a] | <ags2> ['fa:0a] fever

< 1481 [?a'laha < 2481 [?a'laha may God
ofrse™ ma'nryle] aS1misa > mya'sele] rest (his soul)

Table 1. Cross-dialect migration of synonymous lexical items.
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The first three clusters of dialects began a gradual process of interaction
since the massive displacement of their speakers with the beginning of the World
War I and subsequent resettlement in Baquba/lraq refugee camps and later in
different settlements in the cities of Baghdad, Kirkuk, Mosul and Basrah. Their
interaction gradually led to the emergence of a koiné dialect identified as koiné #1
(Odisho, 1988). The establishment of a Safe Haven zone in the north of Iraq in
1991 offered considerable opportunity for large scale social and linguistic
interaction between Koiné #1, Ashiret and Plain dialects the result of which seems
to be leading to the emergence of koiné #2 (Odisho, 2003/4).

As for the role of schooling in activating and enhancing LL, it is
imperative to highlight the fact that students who attend those schools come from
different towns and villages hence speakers of different dialects. As those students
stay together throughout the twelve years of their education they become exposed
to a wide variety of dialects. In reality, those students who come from remote
towns and villages stay in dormitories which affords them additional opportunity
for dialectal exposure.

Generally speaking, students undergo three types of linguistic orientations.
First, they have exposure to a variety of dialects. Second, they have extensive
exposure to formal MA language as well as acquire formal language (subject-
specific jargon) through their comprehensive instruction in a wide variety of
academic domains including social sciences, humanities and natural sciences.
Incidentally, the approximately fifty (50) textbooks that students use throughout
their twelve-year education in mother tongue have been the best source for the
lexical enrichment of their language. The authors or, at times, translators® of those
textbooks have done their utmost to develop and/or create the needed language
and technical jargon for each subject, namely, physics, chemistry, biology,
mathematics, algebra, history, geography, civics, among others. Third, although
all instruction is conducted in MA, students also receive some orientation in Old
Aramaic (OA) which further enriches their linguistic mosaic in a different way.
There is no doubt, whatsoever, that with dialectal mixing and formal language
instruction in all linguistic domains e.g., syntax, morphology, phonology and
lexicon students experience extensive LL and linguistic enrichment both of
which, however, are more noticeable in the domains of phonology and lexicon the
latter of which is the focus of this study.

1.4. Lexical Enrichment and its Primary Mechanisms

There are three primary mechanisms for lexical enrichment (LE) in MA,
which are: a) Inter-dialect borrowing of dialect-specific lexical items; b)
Replacing loanwords with native ones; and, ¢) Coining new derivations or words.
All mechanisms have been activated recently because of the nationalistic and
cultural undertones of the nolitical awareness associated with the strueele for
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have ample exposure to each other’s dialect. They also bonded together politically
and nationalistically even further as the members of the same ethnic and
nationalistic entity. The social bonding, the political and nationalistic awareness
and the establishment of native language schooling system all jointly invigorated
the literary and artistic activities. During the last two decades the number of
books, magazines and newspapers published in MA increased noticeably. Equally
noticeably, the number of social and cultural clubs and organizations increased as
well. Additionally, many conferences were held pertaining to the study and
promotion of Syriac language and literature. People became more interested in
publishing their works and performing their artistic and cultural activities in the
native tongue.

1.3. Linguistic Leveling and its Primary Dynamics

The social intermingling of the speakers of different dialects of a given
language usually results in a uniform common dialect through the process of
linguistic leveling (LL) (Fromkin and Rodman, 1998). LL enhances the
commonality and coherence within a language which, in turn, promotes the
creation of a /ingua franca dialect or koiné which eventually becomes a standard
variety of the language (Odisho, 1988). In this study, the two dominating
dynamics that helped bring about LL and lexical enrichment (LE) in MA are:
considerable dialects contact and native language education through a schooling
system.

The increased dialects contact exposed different speakers to each other’s
dialect and its specific lexicon that distinguishes a given dialect from the other.
Many speakers of Aramaic, especially the younger generation, are gradually
becoming bi-dialectal such as in Ashiret (tribal) and Plain dialects or even tri-
dialectal with Koiné #1, Ashiret and Plain.

Just for a quick and brief glance at MA dialect diversity, Maclean (1895)
briefly summarizes the Eastern branch of MA as follows:

a) The Greater Urmi dialects including Solduz, Sipurghan, Gavilan etc....
b) The Northern dialects which include Salamas, Qudshanis, Gawar, Jilu
ete....

c¢) The Ashiret dialects which include Upper and Lower Tiari, Tkhuma,
Tal, Baz, Mar Bishu, Shamizdin etc....

d) The Southern dialects® which include Alqosh, Telkief, Telesqof,
Bohtan, Zakho etc.... In this study, these dialects will be generally
identified as ‘Nineveh Plain dialects’ or simply ‘Plain dialects’.
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community and cross-language communication. The second type is the so-called
Kurdish Schools in which the language of instruction is Kurdish, but Syriac
language is an item in the curriculum required by Aramaic-speaking students.
Usually, ChaldoAssyrian students in Kurdish schools are required to receive 4 to
6 hours of instruction in Aramaic language per week. Just over half of the schools
are of the first type and the rest are of the second type. The inauguration of this
schooling system afforded a unique opportunity for Aramaic-speakers to create
and implement a curriculum of instruction which promotes the use of the native
language (L1) as the primary medium of instruction in all content areas or is, at
least, taught as a subject. This is a unique language education project that the
native speakers have not had for a very long time in their history.

It is absolutely necessary to make it clear to the reader that SLTS system is
not just for teaching Syriac as a language; rather, the system implements cross-

curriculum instruction through the medium of Syriac. In other words, all content
areas in social sciences, natural sciences and humanities are taught in Syriac
throughout the whole system of 1% through 12™ grades. Obviously, Kurdish,
Arabic and English are taught as languages.

SLTS that began with the elementary level in the Kurdish region in 1992-3
was complemented through college level in 2004 in Baghdad by founding the
Department of Syriac Language in the College of Languages of Baghdad
University.” This complete educational system has many significant linguistic,
cultural and academic implications. Linguistically, the length of the formal
schooling period (i.e. twelve or sixteen years) affords learners ample opportunity
of exposure to both Aramaic language and literature, different levels of
proficiency in the phonological, morphological, syntactical and lexical aspects of
the modern and classical varieties of the language. Culturally, there is a better
environment for native language maintenance across generations. Since language
and culture are historically intertwined, learners will undoubtedly have copious
exposure to their culture throughout its long history. Academically, after
completing twelve or sixteen years of immersion in their native language, learners
will be qualified to handle several important educational tasks such as teaching
the language efficiently at least at lower levels of proficiency, practicing
professional writing, conducting some elementary research and eventually
carrying the native language to the next generation. However, at this juncture let
us consider the conditions that require as well as promote lexical enrichment.

1.2. Substantial Social Intermingling and Literary Activities

The relative social security and stability in the Kurdish region since 1991
offered the best opportunity for Aramaic-speaking communities, in different
towns and villages, to actively interact socially, educationally and culturally and
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Mechanisms for Lexical
Enrichment in Modern Aramaic

Edward Y. Odisho, Ph.D *
1.1. Introductory Remarks

This study is a continuation of a previous one (Mediterranean Language
Review, 15, 2003-4) in which I reported for the first time the gradual emergence
of a koiné #2 for Modern Aramaic (MA) in the north of Iraq. In the earlier study,
the focus was on the phonetic and phonological aspects, whereas in this one the
focus is on the lexicon of the emerging linguistic entity.

In 1991, after the Gulf War, north of Iraq was declared by the allied forces
a no-fly zone to establish a Safe Haven zone for the return of all Kurdish,
ChaldoAssyrian, Turkmani, Yezidi etc... refugees to their homes after they have
been attacked by Saddam Hussein’s forces. At that juncture in time, the Assyrian
Democratic Movement (ADM) was the only active Aramaic-speaking political
movement that was involved in the guerilla fighting against Saddam Hussein’s
regime. In the formation of the first Kurdish parliament, ADM won 4 of 5 seats
assigned for ChaldoAssyrians. ADM also had a cabinet member in the Kurdish
self-rule government. Teaching the native language was on top of ADM'’s
political and educational agenda. The ADM bloc in the parliament submitted a
proposal to establish a primary school system the instructional language of which
would be Aramaic (Syriac)'. After some serious discussions, the cabinet approved
the proposal and the Syriac language teaching schools (SLTS) were established
formally by the Ministry of Education in Iraqi Kurdistan in 1992-1993 (The Status
of Christians in the Kurdistan Region in Iraq, 2009). In this educational system,
there are two types of schools inasmuch as Syriac language is concerned. The first
type is the so-called Syriac Schools in which Syriac is the primary language of
instruction across the whole curriculum while Kurdish and Arabic are taught as
the regional languages with English as a foreign language to facilitate inter-
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including our politicians, journalists, writers, poets...etc also we should point
our attention to the careless groups in our people who are taking the role of
bystanders in this difficult time and the unknown future of our nation.

Also we would like to say that every honest and serious work done in this
matter should be appreciated, encouraged and supported by everyone, and we
should all put our minor differences aside so that they don’t affect our strength
and unity because we all have one goal and one destiny for which we all should
cooperate and that is to stay on the land of our forefathers.

Finally wish to our people and their partners on (Mesopotamia) land peace

and a happy Babylonian Assyrian New Year.

2013 /2 Jobde 7 338



Editorial Issue

4-

We hope that the aims of the programs arranged to this occasion by our
people’s institutions whether inside or abroad not to be directed only towards
reminding the people about this event and trying to get them to participate in
it, instead their program should carry the message which we are trying to intro-
duce to everyone and specially our people and the message is that they should
be prepared and work hard to face this critical time that our nation is going
through in order to survive this ordeal and take our legitimate rights because
(rights are taken not given), and certainly if all our political parties, enlightened
people, the church and civil society organizations unit their efforts they will be
able to work very effectively in order to get our well deserved rights.

We should be serious in taking our historical role in the area otherwise all
the principles under which we work will be only words without any true effect
in this critical time in our history, and we don’t mean that we should be able
to change our reality 100%, but any reasonable percent would be capable of re-
newing the hope amongst our people who have reached a level that they nearly
lost their hope in a better future, and other steps should follow the first step to
ensure our future so that we can live peacefully side by side with our brothers
in this country.

Occasions like this are an opportunity to give a clear message to our people
abroad about the suffering, needs and ambitions of their brothers in homeland
so that they can understand the situation clearly and away from the pointless
arguments that drives us away from the main problems of our people, and
sending this clear and honest message will reveal the important issues that
everybody in our people inside and out will accept and work for selflessly and

without seeking any personal benefits, and this is the responsibility of all of us
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through the protection of our language and heritage against the challenges that
are becoming more aggressive day by day until they reached the point in which
they started to threaten our existence on our homeland.

On the other side we are also concerned about the performance of our com-
munity living abroad regarding their effective participation and involvement
in the national and historical events in our homeland and transferring their
meanings and facts and legitimacy to the institutions concerned with this kind
of matters in their countries abroad in order to widen the international support
to our people inside and to send a clear message to the international commu-
nity revealing truth about its sufferings and how it is ignored and omitted even
in the constitution, rules and regulations of the country and in daily life, and
the persons in power are indifferent towards the minorities in this country
except in matters that serve their interest, and when they stand in front of the
microphones they make their idealist speeches regarding the rights of minori-
ties, which they forget about the moment they finish their speech .

So we want from our media, writers and ourselves to be as fertile and pro-
ductive as (April) seeking renewal, granting and all what comes in the best in-
terest of our people and also what comes in benefit regarding our dealing with
others and the things we have to do to raise our voice and draw the attention
to our unknown future which we are heading to amongst huge conflicts in the
area without any signs of a better future, and these facts are themselves a threat
to our existence on this land which our forefather established and maintained
for us through blood sweat and wisdom for thousands of years, and the least we
can do is to be loyal to these sacrifices through standing our ground and be pa-
tience and try new strategies to win the support of the international community
to help us in our ordeal, and all of this is a call for us to be active in this regard

by hard work, patience and sincerity.

2013 /2 Mobdo 5 340



Editorial Issue

mosphere the celebration of (Akito) took a whole new meaning and dimension
after years of suppression, and our people poured into the streets singing our
ancient songs and confirming their original Mesopotamian identity and that
they are the sons of Assyria and Babylon, this time was a time of hope and the
beginning of our people’s prosperity and the TV cameras, magazines and news
papers were there to document these joyful events.

But in spite of the large number of people that participated in this event
and the variety of activities that took place every year the government didn’t
give it the proper support it deserves to highlighted as an important event that
concerns a large population that lives in this region, instead the authorities role
most of the times was limited in sending messages congratulating our people
in this even in the time which it was expected and still is to give this event the
proper importance that it deserves because this people suffered as did all the
people in the Iraqi Kurdistan region from oppression, and we believe that the
state should be for all and each individual should feel and be convinced that the

government treat every one equally.

3.

Regarding the situation of our people an important question comes to mind
and that is, were we able to use this occasion to serve our cause and our le-
gitimate rights by using the means of media and was what was written and
published (articles and opinions) till now pointed toward the core of our cause
or was it limited to secondary matters that led to separation of our people and
occupied their minds with these secondary matters, and were our writers able
to adapted their means and abilities to the new concept of globalization which
includes sophisticated technologies like the means of communication and the

internet in a way that fulfill the a Intellectual and humane needs of our people
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have on each other leading to a miraculous creation and renewal of life in this
month.

It is well known that this historical day belongs to the people of this land and
to the successive civilizations that existed here, So the governments since the
establishment of the new Iraqi state should have given this day its well deserved
attention, but unfortunately it was neglected as a national day and omitted
in the school curriculums, and thus this day was erased from the memory of
our new generations and it did not take its proper place in our traditions, and
sometimes the governments persecuted the people who wanted to celebrate this
authentic Mesopotamian feast.

After the fall of all the dictatorial regimes in 2003 the people foresaw a bright
future in all aspects of their lives including the hope an objective review of the
Mesopotamian history and an honest study of its facts and events, and provid-
ing freedom to the different ethnic groups in this country in celebrating their
historical events under full support of the state to ensure the communication
between the past and the present, but unfortunately the negligence and indifter-
ence is continues, and the worst of all are the excuses that the political leaders

give regarding this matter, which made our hopes of a better future fade.

2-

After the glorious uprising in March 1991, the Iraqi Kurdistan region was
liberated from the dictatorship and a new period of democracy started, and this
was obvious through the free parliament elections and the formation of a true
patriotic government despite the lack of funds and the great challenges at that
time, and in this event gave the citizens of the region their sense of freedom and
dignity, also many cultural and civil organizations, TV channels and magazines

were founded by our people freely and independently, and in this healthy at-
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Let our pens be like April
in characteristics

[ Editor in Chief

-1-

Every nation has its own historical events that it celebrates according to its
abilities and the conditions surrounding it, and our (Chaldean Syriac Assyrian)
people as it is known is the native resident of Mesopotamia, and it is the owner
of the first civilization established in this region, and this civilization was rich
of its concepts of humanity, civilization and development.

This nation established the foundations of an accurate yearly calendar on
advanced scientific bases, in which the week was divided into seven days and
the (day night) cycle and other important details were described accurately and
this gave time its value and importance, this achievement became an important
station in the history of mankind.

The beginning of our Babylonian Assyrian New Year, which we call it (Akito)
and we believe that it is our right to do so because this name was used through-
out the Babylonian, Assyrian and before that in the Sumerian and Akkadian
eras and it was a traditional occasion that the people of this region celebrated
each year and it is still present in our heritage.

Somebody might ask why (April) was chosen as the beginning of the new
(Chaldean Syriac Assyrian) year, the answer would be simply due to the sym-

bolic relation between the human and the nature and the mutual effect that they
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