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The poet Naji Agola also delivered a poem welcoming the esteemed
guest, and then Professor Basil Agola replied the questions and inquir-
ies of the audience concerning his speech from the national, historical
and linguistic viewpoints.

The Syriac Writers Union honored the Semitic Languages expert,
archaeologist, researcher and poet, Professor Basil Agola with the ‘Un-
ion’s Shield’ in a event that was hosted by the Union in the Social
Academic Center Hall in Ankawa on Tuesday evening, May 17, 2016,
in the presence of an audience of Syriac writers and intellectuals. The
honoring came after the Union’s choice of Professor Basil Agola as the
Star of the Syriac Writers Union for the year 2016.

According to the content of the recognition speech delivered by
Rawad Paulis, Head of the Syriac Writers Union, the day was a special
occasion with the presence of an expert from our people in Bartila and
coming from Lebanon after gaining the highest certificates during his
life in addition to teaching in the most famous universities, searching
and researching in the world’s libraries and museums in an attempt to
decode the symbols and intricacies of various linguistic and historical
issues in relation to our people and publishing the results in books and
journals that have enriched the world’s libraries.

In a brief speech during this honoring event, Professor Agola said
that the greatness belongs to God alone, and we are but unprofitable
servants. He continued “I have worked in a lot of universities in Leba-
non, Jordan, France, Germany, and obtained a lot of honors, but today’s
honoring is like a medal on my chest that I will always carry with me
along with everyone of you in this room and all those whom I met
whether groups or individuals, because you have overwhelmed me with
your love.”
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He added that in this plain, precious pottery was discovered, which
dates back to the eighth millennium BC, with exquisite carvings that are
considered to be the first inscriptions in the world.

He continued that this people came from the womb of Mesopotamia,
and they invented Syriac as a sacred language in similarity to Hebrew in
the Bible and Arabic in the Koran later. This language was constructed
by Jacob Nasebini and St. Ephraim the Syriac as a whole language with
its own ritual and grammar. It is considered a sacred language because
most of the Syriac literature is religious and no romantic literature was
written in this language.

Agola referred in his speech to the situation of our people and he
stated that what happened was the most painful thing in his life; as if
someone wanted to erase the history. He continued by saying that the
living people are like trees, and when they no longer have food in their
soil, they might be transported to another place to restore their strength
and vitality after a while. He added that the land that preserved, nur-
tured, fed and gave the poetic, literary, artistic, and intellectual capabil-
ities for centuries cannot be paralyzed.

He concluded his speech by saying that without our union, we cannot
walk a single step. So let us leave our intellectual, doctrinal and theo-
logical differences aside and look for common ties. He added “be you
peace tools so those who are around us would know that peacemakers
need love, respect and equal rights in everything in order to have an
open heart and mind otherwise Iraq would lose its core”.
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Basil Agola

The Professor of Oriental Languages

Salam Hakeem

In a meeting enriched with thought, history, and language, Professor
Basil Agola called for the confirmation on what unites our Chaldean
Syriac Assyrian people.

The Professor of Oriental Languages, Basil Agola, called on the
gathering of intellectuals from our Chaldean Syriac Assyrian people
to look at what brings us together, namely the land, the history and
our language. This came during an elite meeting which was hosted by
the Syriac Writers Union at the Social Academic Center in Ankawa
on Wednesday evening, May 11, 2016, which was attended by Nisan
Karrumy, Surrogate of Hamdaniyah, Yousif Yaqub Matti, Head of Beth
Nahrin National Union, and a group of writers and intellectuals.

The session began with a short speech presented by Rawand Paulis,
Head of the Syriac Writers Union, welcoming the guest coming from
Lebanon and reviewing the activities of the Union and the role it plays
in the field of Syriac culture and its publications.

Professor Basil Agola started his speech by pointing out that he spent
fifty years of study and research in his work for the scattered groups that
live in the plain which he called the Assyrian Triangle, and searching
for what unites them after being subject in various periods of time to
sectarian divisions that put them in a state of dispersion.
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shined with her song to the child Yousif, who was the youngest martyr
in the catastrophe of Saydat Al-Najat Church.

Poetry had a big share in the evening memorial with the participation
of a number of poets who recited poems in Syriac, Arabic, and Kurdish,
and these included Father Quriaqos Hanna Albartily, Georgis Nabaty,
Zuhair Burda, Amir Paulis, Dalal Issa, Susan Youkhana, Parween Shi-
moon and Jamil Al- Jamil.

The poet Khlapieel Benjamin was the presenter of the memorial pro-

gram.
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tinuous genocides in Sayfo and Semel, and that today marks the an-
niversary of the massacre which claimed the lives of more than 3,000
innocent souls in cruel and ugly manners, and the destruction of more
than 60 villages, which were burned and looted in front of the eyes and
ears of everyone.

The President of Syriac Writers Union proceeded with his speech by
pointing out that the last attack on, and occupation of Nineveh Plain
by terrorist groups and expelling its residents and depriving those peo-
ple of their land, property, and cultural and historical heritage can be
viewed as systematic annihilation which is part of a malicious scheme
designed by vicious people whether from the inside or from the outside.
In his speech, Rawand Paulis also asked our political parties and civil
and ecclesial institutions to work professionally with our people’s intel-
lectuals and academics to develop a road map and implement it on the
ground to save our people otherwise annihilation will be our destiny.
The memorial also included a speech in English by Dr. Michael Issa
and another in French by Dr. Yousif Quzi.

There were also songs and hymns in Syriac presented by the choir
of Um Al-Noor Church for the Orthodox Syriacs and the choir of St.
John’s Church.

The event also included songs and pieces of music inspired from this
occasion.

Artist Ramsin Shedrak presented a song of his own tuning and written
by Dumara Kanoon. The choir of Friends of Jesus also played a piece of
music. Besides, the national artist Edwar Musa, who came from Syria,
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THE GENOCTIDE CONTINUDUS
THE MASSACRES CONTINUOUS

‘

villages 1ndlcate their Syriac origins in addltlon to the hlstorlcal places
that date back thousands of years.

He also pointed out that the incidents of kidnapping, killing and dis-
placement of our people were the result of the security vacuum caused
by Bremer’s decisions and the political conflicts for power. These were
followed by the last displacement in August 2014 which inflicted the
remainder of our people.

Bishop Moshe gave thanks to the Government of the Kurdistan region,
which has welcomed our displaced people, and the church as well as
the Christian villages in the region. In the meantime, the central gov-
ernment showed indifference towards what happened to our people and
this made us lose our trust in it and in our army, which allowed ISIS to
enter our lands.

In his speech, Bishop Moshi appealed to the world’s conscience and
urged the Coalition forces to save the archeological sites, legacy, and
manuscripts, and to speed up the liberation of our areas, reconstructing
them and providing the needs of living and international protection for
them so that our people can return to their homes, otherwise they will
be uninhabitable.

The Bishop concluded his speech by saying “our church is the Church
of the martyrs and the celebration today is in memorial of those martyrs
in Sayfo, Semel, Suria, and Saydat Al-Najat Church in addition to the
anniversary of displacing the children of Nineveh Plain.

Then Mr Rawand Paulis presented a speech in Syriac on behalf of the
Syriac Writers Union, in which he said that since the fall of Nineveh,
our people have been subject to a lot of woes to this day, and that the
Sayfo, Semel, Suria, Saydat Al-Najat genocides and the displacement
were examples of that.

He also stated that these peaceful and generous people underwent con-
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The Simele Massacre

A memorial held by Syriac Writers
Union in Ankawa

~% On the 83rd anniversa-
_ ry of the Simele massa-
= ‘f _ cre and the second an-
e .~ niversary of the forced
1 7 = displacement of our
N e - people in Mosul and
\ " the towns of the Ninev-
=\ eh Plain
: ‘ ¥ On the occasion of the
) N 83rd anniversary of Se-
mele Massacre, which
falls on Martyr’s Day and the second anniversary of the displacement of
our people (Chaldean Syriac Assyrian) from their regions in Mosul and
Nineveh Plain, the Syriac Writers Union held a memorial service pro-
gram on Monday evening, August 8, 2016 in the Hall of Um Alma’una
Church in Ankawa attended by the Bishop Mar John Peter Mushi,
Bishop of the diocese of the Syriac Catholics in Mosul, Kirkuk and the
Kurdistan region, and a number of priests and leaders or representatives
of political parties, cultural, governmental and educational institutions
and civil organizations as well as a group of writers, intellectuals, and
other people who are interested in national issues.
The memorial began with a minute of silence in memory of the souls of
the martyrs of Sayfo, Semel, Suria, Saydat Al-Najat Church, and all the
martyrs of our national cause.
All the speeches of the memorial were about the history of our people
which involved sacrifice and deprivation from their most basic rights to
live in their historical homeland.
Bishop Peter Moshi focused in his speech on our deep-rooted history in
this land such that it can be noticed that the names of many towns and
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of which was the catastrophe that befell in June 2014 upon our people in
Mosul and the towns of the Nineveh Plain at the hands of terrorist bar-
baric groups, which resulted in the tragic forced displacement of all the
Christian families from their historic residences after being subjected to
terrorization, looting of their money, stripping of their belongings, the
seizure of their homes, confiscation of their property and possessions as
well as the burning of churches, the destruction of relics, and burning
of thousands of books and precious manuscripts. Today our people are
still suffering from killing, forced displacement, intimidation and dis-
crimination, which led to the exodus of thousands of our people from
their historic lands to the Diaspora, while hundreds of thousands of
them fled to Kurdistan where they found sanctuary and decent living.
Finally, we hope that the culture of co-existence and acceptance of oth-
ers, the principles of human rights, the consolidation of the principles of
citizenship, the rule of law, and the principles of democracy would pre-
vail in our society with the efforts of all the goodhearted people so that
everyone can enjoy security, freedom and a decent life in their country.

Glory and immortality to the martyrs of our people
Glory and immortality to the martyrs of freedom and homeland

Syriac Writers’s Union
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On the 83rd anniversary of
The Simele Massacre

and the second anniversary of the forced
displacement of our people in Modsul
and the towns of the Nineveh Plain

Rawand Polis

We bitterly and heartbreakingly recall today the martyrs of our
Chaldean Syriac Assyrian people and the most horrific, cruel and ruth-
less massacres that were committed against them since the establish-
ment of the modern Iraqi state in 1921. Simele massacre was a hei-
nous massacre committed by the Iraqi government against our unarmed
people through organized cleansing operations which were carried out
by General Bakr Sidqi, the commander of Iraqi forces in the northern
region during the rule of Rashid Ali Al-Gaylani, the worst of which was
the brutal massacre in the town of Simele from 8 to 11 August 1933
resulting in the genocide of more than 3,000 men, women, and children
and the destruction of up to 60 villages in the brigade of Mosul( that is,
the current Nineveh and Dohuk provinces).

Since the formation of the Iraqi state in 1921, oppression, injustice
and murder against our people have continued because of chauvinistic
nationalisms, including killing, kidnapping and displacement, the worst
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tual, will enrich the diversity of the national cultural scene, deepen its
creativity, and embody the finest stories of cohesion and solidarity in a
country that is torn by dispersion because of sectarian taint, loathing of
quotas and the plague of corruption.

The Syriac bureau of the General Union of Iraqi Writers has adopted
the project of resuming and sustaining the issuance of the ‘Syriac Writ-
er magazine, and this can be seen as a new bright page in its national
register and cultural career despite all the challenges. This is how the
intellectual member produces the values of coexistence, peace and cit-
izenship.

The intellectual Syriac, including the displaced poet, writer and re-
searcher, will certainly overcome their wounds, agonies and breakages
by brilliantly producing poems, stories and tales about the purity of Iraqi
bread, the freshness of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the sweetness of
the dates, the compassion of the soil that is mixed with the compassion
of the bereaved mothers, and the book of the splendorous civilizations.
We announce today that the magazine will remain a platform for crea-
tive and enlightened thought through hosting on its pages various prod-
ucts and contributions of writers, hoping that the achievements will be
up to the brilliant level of magazine and its national approach with the
preservation of the Syriac particularity.

As we celebrate today the release of this original magazine, we need
to recall proudly and faithfully the efforts of all who contributed to the
issuance of this magazine in 1984 including the chief and the editorial
staff and administrators, writers and supporters. We especially need to
mention Afram Gergis Al-Khouri, Mansour Roeil Zakaria, Zaya Nim-
rod Canon, Mikhail Marokil, Benjamin Haddad, Esho Algas Odisho,
Benjamin Yousif, Yonan Sliwa, Aprim Shapira, Yonan Hozaya, Shmuel
Aerimya, Paulis Shalitta Melko, and the list goes on.

Thus, despite all the challenges, the march of the ‘Syriac Writer Maga-
zine’ will continue to be a reflection of the splendor of the present and
the brilliance of the future.

Editorial Board
syriacunion@yahoo.com
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The ‘Syriac Writer’ magazine:
a splendorous return after a forced
absence

Today the cultural Syriac and national scene celebrates the issuance of
number 23 of the ‘Syriac Writer’ magazine after a forced absence from
the Iraqi cultural scene for two decades due to the imposition of the
single thought and one party policy and the unjust restrictions that were
imposed on cultural activities and the educated Iraqis in general and
the Syriac intellectuals and culture in particular during the era of the
former regime, which worked in a systematic and programmed manner
on the distortion and misrepresentation of this Mediterranean aborigi-
nal culture. The happy occasion of resuming the issuance of the ‘Syriac
Writer’ today embodies the will of the conscious solidarity in the na-
tional cultural milieu, at a time when the Iraqi culture and its free na-
tional institutions are subject since 2003 to fierce attempts of imposing
the domination of official government institutions and the deliberate
deprivation of financial entitlements in an attempt to force a trusteeship
on them by the pseudo-intellectuals and mercenaries in order to humil-
iate them and to belittle the role of the intellectual in enlightening the
society and to deprive him of his tools in the production of beauty and
creativity.

It is really a profound joy that the issuance of the ‘Syriac Writer’ co-
incided with the great victories achieved by the valiant Iraqi forces in
all their formations and national factions, that are liberating our pure
homeland from the clutches of the evil and brutality doers, starting from
the liberalization of the cities and historic towns in Nineveh and its spa-
cious plain that is inhabited since ancient times by the Syriac aboriginal
Mediterranean people, who draw their originality from the culture that
is deep-rooted in the Assyrian Babylonian mythology, and the earlier
Akkadian and Sumerian civilization and their achievements.

There is no doubt that the revival and recovery of the Syriac culture,
which is trying to heal its wounds with the balsam of the Iraqi intellec-
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